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CALIFORNIA

ASSOCIATION

OF REALTORS®

This is a disclosure and addendum to the �urchase Agreement, O� □ Other ͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨ (“Agreement”), 
dated ͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨ, on property known as ͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨ (“�roperty”), 
in which ͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨ is referred to as Buyer, 
and ͨ ͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨ is referred to as Seller.
1. LAW APPLICABILITY: If this property does not meet the conditions stated in paragraph 1A or 1B, there is no reÇuirement to complete 

the subseÇuent applicable paragraphs.
A. Home Fire Hardening Disclosure: The Notice and disclosure of vulnerabilities in paragraph 2 are only reÇuired for sellers of 

residential properties ifƓ (i) the �roperty contains one to four unitsƒ (ii) the seller is reÇuired to complete a Transfer Disclosure 
Statement (�.A.�. 	orm TDS or ��TDS)ƒ (iii) the �roperty is located in either a high or very high fire hazard severity zoneƒ and 
(iv) the improvement(s) on the �roperty were constructed before 
anuary 1, ʹʷ1ʷ.  I	 ANY O	 T��S� 	O�� �ONDITIONS IS 
NOT ��T, S����� DO�S NOT �A�� TO ANS��� T�� ���STIONS IN PARAGRAPH 2B AND 2C.  

B. Defensible Space Compliance: The disclosures and reÇuirements specified in paragraph 3 are only reÇuired for sellers of 
residential properties ifƓ (i) the �roperty contains one to four unitsƒ (ii) the seller is reÇuired to complete a Transfer Disclosure 
Statement (�.A.�. 	orm TDS or ��TDS)ƒ and (iii) the �roperty is located in either a high or very high fire hazard severity zone.  
I	 ANY O	 T��S� T���� �ONDITIONS IS NOT ��T, PARAGRAPH 3 DO�S NOT �A�� TO B� �O����T�D.  

C. Fire Hazard Severity Zone Status: It may be possible to determine if a property is in a high or very high fire hazard severity 
zone by consulting with a natural hazard zone disclosure company or reviewing the companyƠs report.  This information may also 
be available through a local agency where this information should have been filed.  �al 	ire has a “	ire �azard Severity �one 
�iewer” where you can input the �roperty address to determine which fire hazard zone, if any, that the �roperty is located in.  A 
link to the viewer can be found on �al 	ireƠs website at https://www.fire.ca.gov/dspace/.  

ʹ. FIRE HARDENING DISC�OS�RE ƺϯ Property is built on or after 
anuary ʸƑ ʹʷʸʷ.  Paragraphs ʹ� and ʹC do not have to be 
completed):
A. FIRE HARDENING STATUTORY NOTICE:  “T�IS �O�� IS �O�AT�D IN A �I
� O� ���Y �I
� 	I�� �A�A�D S����ITY 

�ON� AND T�IS �O�� �AS B�I�T B�	O�� T�� I������NTATION O	 T�� �I�D	I�� ��BAN INT��	A�� B�I�DIN
 
�OD�S ��I�� ���� TO 	I�� �A�D�N A �O��. TO B�TT�� ��OT��T YO�� �O�� 	�O� �I�D	I��, YO� �I
�T N��D 
TO �ONSID�� I���O����NTS.  IN	O��ATION ON 	I�� �A�D�NIN
, IN���DIN
 �����NT B�I�DIN
 STANDA�DS 
AND IN	O��ATION ON �INI��� ANN�A� ��
�TATION �ANA
���NT STANDA�DS TO ��OT��T �O��S 	�O� 
�I�D	I��S, �AN B� OBTAIN�D ON T�� INT��N�T ��BSIT� �TT�Ɠƭƭ���.��ADY	O��I�D	I��.O�
”.

B. FIRE HARDENING VULNERABILITIES: Are you (Seller) aware of the following features that may make the home vulnerable 
to wildfire and flying embers (Seller is not obligated to explain or clarify their responses to Çuestions 2B(1)-2B(6), whether they 
answer “yes” or “no.”  �oluntary explanationƭclarification is permitted but not reÇuired).
(1) �ave, soffit, and roof ventilation where the vents have openings in excess of oneƖeighth of an inch or are 

not flame and ember resistant............................................................................................................................. □ Yes □ No
(ʹ) �oof coverings made of untreated wood shingles or shakes............................................................................... □ Yes □ No
(ʺ) �ombustible landscaping or other materials within five feet of the home and under the footprint of any

attached deck...................................................................................................................................................... □ Yes □ No
(ʻ) Single pane or nonƖtempered glass windows...................................................................................................... □ Yes □ No
(ʼ) �oose or missing bird stopping or roof flashing................................................................................................... □ Yes □ No
(ʽ) �ain gutters without metal or noncombustible gutter covers............................................................................... □ Yes □ No
�xplanationƭ�larificationƓ __________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C. LIST OF LOW COST RETROFITS: The following is a list of low cost retrofits developed and listed by the �alifornia Department 
of 	orestry and 	ire �rotection (�A� 	I��) and the �alifornia 
overnorƠs Office of �mergency Services (O�S).  �ore information 
on home hardening is available at readyforwildfire.org.  A list of low cost retrofits with dynamic links can be found at httpsƓƭƭ
readyforwildfire.orgƭwpƖcontentƭuploadsƭʹʷʹʼƭʷʻƭ�owƖ�ostƖ�etrofitƖ	lyerƖ�andoutƖ.pdf. 
Have you (Seller) completed any of the following low-cost retrofits during the time you have owned the property?  (If the 
retrofit was partially completed or only applied to a portion of the identified feature, or if similar work was performed, or 
if your response below needs clarification, provide the explanation/clarification below.  If you are unsure if the retrofit 
item was completed or satisfied the conditions specified, check “No”,and provide any explanation/clarification below.)
(1) �oof replaced with �lass A fireƖrated roof........................................................................................................ □ Yes □ No
(ʹ) Spaces between roof covering and sheathing blocked with nonƖcombustible materials (bird stops)................... □ Yes □ No
(ʺ) Installation of noncombustible gutter cover on gutters to prevent the accumulation of leaves and debris in the

gutter....................................................................................................................................................................□ Yes □ No
(ʻ) �overed chimney and stovepipe outlets with a noncombustible corrosionƖresistant metal mesh screen (spark

arrestor), with ʺƭʿ inch to ̄ inch openings......................................................................................................□ Yes □ No
(ʼ) Install ember and flameƖresistant vents.............................................................................................................□ Yes □ No
(ʽ) �aulk and plug gaps greater than 1ƭʿƖinch around exposed rafters and blocking to prevent ember intrusion

into the attic or other enclosed spaces.............................................................................................................□ Yes □ No
(ʾ) Inspect exterior siding for dry rot, gaps, cracks, and warping.  �aulk or plug gaps greater than 1ƭʿƖinch in siding

and replace any damaged boards, including those with dry rot......................................................................□ Yes □ No
(ʿ) Install weatherƖstripping to gaps greater than 1ƭʿƖinch between garage doors and door frames to prevent

ember intrusion. The weatherƖstripping must be compliant with �� Standard 1ʷ�.............................................. □ Yes □ No
(ˀ) �eplace windows with multiƖpaned windows that have at least one pane of tempered glass.....................□ Yes □ No
(1ʷ) �eplace siding or deck using compliant noncombustible, ignitionƖresistant, or other OS	� �ildland �rban

Interface (��I) �roducts....................................................................................................................................□ Yes □ No

ʛ ʹʷʹʼ, �alifornia Association of ��A�TO�Sʞ, Inc. 
BuyerƠs Initials ͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨƭͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨ  SellerƠs Initials ͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨƭͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨ



(11) �over openings to operable skylights with a noncombustible metal mesh screen with openings in the screen
not to exceed 1ƭʿ inch.......................................................................................................................................□ Yes □ No

(1ʹ) Install a minimum ʽƖinch metal flashing, applied vertically on the exterior of the wall at the deckƖtoƖwall
intersection to protect the combustible siding material.....................................................................................□ Yes □ No

�xplanationƭ�larificationƓ ͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨ
ͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨ

3. DEFENSIBLE SPACE DISCLOSURE AND ADDENDUM: (Paragraph 3 is only required to be completed if all three conditions 
in paragraph 1B are met; the Defensible Space Decision Tree (C.A.R. Form DSDT) may be consulted for additional 
information on how to complete this paragraph):
A. LOCAL COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS: The �roperty ƺϯ ISƑ ϯ is NOTƻ subÀect to a local vegetation management ordinance 

reÇuiring defensible space around an improvement on the �roperty.  (Paragraphs 3B and 3C must be completed regardless of 
the answer to paragraph 3A if the conditions in paragraph 1B are met.)

B. SELLER REPRESENTATION OF PROPERTY COMPLIANCE with the applicable State defensible space reÇuirement or local 
vegetation management ordinance (hereafter, State or local defensible space law) at the time of Seller signatureƓ
(1) Seller is �NA�A�� of whether the �roperty is in compliance with the applicable State or local defensible space law.  Seller 

does NOT have a report prepared by an Authorized Defensible Space Inspector. 
O� (ʹ) □ �roperty IS in compliance with State or local defensible space law, whichever is applicable.  If ON�Y State law applies, Seller 

must have obtained compliance within the last ʽ months.  Seller shall Deliver to Buyer documentation of compliance within 
3 (or ͨͨͨͨͨ) Days after SellerƠs execution of this 	�DS form or the time specified in paragraph 3N(1) of the Agreement, 
whichever occurs last.  If this paragraph is checked, also check paragraph 3C(5) below. 

O� (ʺ) □ �roperty is NOT in compliance with State or local defensible space law, whichever is applicable.  If Seller has, or agrees 
to obtain, a report prepared by an Authorized Defensible Space Inspector, Seller shall Deliver such report to Buyer within 
3 (or ͨͨͨͨͨ) Days after SellerƠs execution of this 	�DS form or the time specified in paragraph 3N(1) of the Agreement, 
whichever occurs last.

C. BUYER AND SELLER AGREEMENT ��
A�DIN
 ��I�� �A�TY S�A�� OBTAIN �O���IAN�� �IT� A���I�AB�� 
STAT� O� �O�A� D�	�NSIB�� S�A�� ����I����NTSƓ
(1) BUYER RESPONSIBILITY – NO LOCAL ORDINANCE.  Buyer shall obtain documentation of compliance with the State 

defensible space law within one year of �lose Of �scrow.*
O� (ʹ) □ BUYER RESPONSIBILITY – LOCAL VEGETATION MANAGEMENT ORDINANCE IN EFFECT which reÇuires 

compliance as a result of a sale of the �roperty.  The local ordinance allows either Seller or Buyer to obtain documentation of 
compliance.  Buyer shall comply with the reÇuirements of the ordinance after �lose Of �scrow. 

O� (ʺ) □ BUYER RESPONSIBILITY – LOCAL VEGETATION MANAGEMENT ORDINANCE IN EFFECT which does NOT reÇuire 
compliance as a result of a sale of the �roperty.  Buyer shall obtain documentation of compliance with the State defensible 
space law within one year of �lose Of �scrow,* or if applicable comply with the local reÇuirement after �lose Of �scrow.

O� (ʻ) □ SELLER RESPONSIBILITY – LOCAL VEGETATION MANAGEMENT ORDINANCE IN EFFECT which reÇuires 
compliance as a result of a sale of the �roperty.  The local ordinance reÇuires Seller to obtain documentation of compliance 
prior to �lose of �scrow.  Seller shall obtain documentation of compliance prior to the time for BuyerƠs final verification of 
condition.

O� (ʼ) □ SELLER RESPONSIBILITY – STATE OR LOCAL COMPLIANCE ALREADY COMPLETE.  If ON�Y state law applies, 
Seller has obtained documentation of compliance with State defensible space reÇuirement within the last ʽ months.  	or 
either State or local law, Seller shall Deliver documentation of compliance to Buyerƒ

O� (ʽ) □ SELLER RESPONSIBILITY – AGREEMENT TO OBTAIN STATE COMPLIANCE.  Seller shall obtain documentation of 
compliance and Deliver to Buyer prior to the time for BuyerƠs final verification of condition.

D. The local agency from which a copy of the documentation in paragraph 3B(2), 3B(3), 3C(4), 3C(5), or 3C(6), as applicable, may 
be obtained is ͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨ, which may 
be contacted at ͨ ͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨ.

* The reÇuirement to provide documentation of compliance with State defensible space reÇuirements only applies if there is a state 
or local agency, or other governmental entity, or Çualified nonƖprofit entity in the Àurisdiction where the �roperty is located that is 
authorized to inspect the �roperty and provide documentation of compliance (“Authorized Defensible Space Inspector”).

4. □ FINAL INSPECTION REPORT DISCLOSURE: The �roperty was newly constructed, or was rebuilt following damage by a fire and 
the construction reÇuired a permit, on or after 
anuary 1, ́ ʷʷʼ, and Seller has obtained a final inspection report addressing compliance 
with home fire hardening recommended building standards as described in 
overnment �ode ǉ ʼ11ʿʹ.  Seller has a copy of the 
report, and it is attached, or □ Seller does not have a copy of the report and Buyer may obtain a copy at ͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨ.

Seller represents that Seller has provided the answers on paragraphs 2B and 3B of this form based on Seller’s awareness on 
the date of Seller’s signature below, and the answers on paragraph 2C are accurate.  Seller acknowledges receipt of this Fire 
Hardening and Defensible Space Disclosure and Addendum and agrees to the applicable terms in paragraph 3C.

Seller ͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨ Date ͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨ 
Seller ͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨ Date ͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨ

By signing below, Buyer acknowledges that they have received a copy of this Fire Hardening and Defensible Space Disclosure 
and Addendum, and they have read and understand the form and agree to the terms in paragraph 3C.

Buyer ͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨ Date ͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨ 
Buyer ͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨ Date ͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨͨ
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FIRE HARDENING AND DEFENSIBLE SPACE DISCLOSURE AND ADDENDUM (FHDS PAGE 2 OF 2) 

ʛ ʹʷʹʼ, �alifornia Association of ��A�TO�Sʞ, Inc. �nited States copyright law (Title 1ʾ �.S. �ode) forbids the unauthorized distribution, display and reproduction of this form, 
or any portion thereof, by photocopy machine or any other means, including facsimile or computerized formats.  T�IS 	O�� �AS B��N A���O��D BY T�� �A�I	O�NIA 
ASSO�IATION O	 ��A�TO�Sʞ. NO �����S�NTATION IS �AD� AS TO T�� ��
A� �A�IDITY O� A����A�Y O	 ANY ��O�ISION IN ANY S���I	I� T�ANSA�TION. A 
��A� �STAT� B�O��� IS T�� ���SON ��A�I	I�D TO AD�IS� ON ��A� �STAT� T�ANSA�TIONS. I	 YO� D�SI�� ��
A� O� TA� AD�I��, �ONS��T AN A���O��IAT� 
��O	�SSIONA�.  This form is made available to real estate professionals through an agreement with or purchase from the �alifornia Association of ��A�TO�Sʞ.
Published and Distributed by: REAL ESTATE BUSINESS SERVICES, LLC. a subsidiary of the California Association of REALTORS®
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DEFENSIBLE SPACE DECISION TREE
(C.A.R. Form DSDT, 6/22)

DEFENSIBLE SPACE DECISION TREE  (DSDT PAGE 1 OF 2) 

CALIFORNIA
ASSOCIATION
OF REALTORS®

The purpose of this form is to help a seller complete Paragraph 3 of the C.A.R. Form FHDS. 
Paragraph 3 of the FHDS is only required if: (1) The Property contains one to four units; (2) The seller is required to complete a Real 
Estate Transfer Disclosure Statement (C.A.R. Form TDS); and (3) The Property is located in either a high or very high fire hazard severity 
zone.  IF ANY OF THESE THREE CONDITIONS IS NOT MET, PARAGRAPH 3 of the FHDS DOES NOT HAVE TO BE COMPLETED.  
If any step of the DSDT below instructs the Seller to “THEN SIGN FORM” no further questions should be answered.

Question Direction Additional Information
Step 1 Is property located in an area where 

a local (city or county) vegetation 
management ordinance requiring 
defensible space around the property 
applies (hereafter, defensible space 
law)?

•	□ If Yes, check the “IS” box in 3A 
and then go to step 2.

•	□ If No, check the “is NOT” box in 
3A and then go to step 4.  

•	 If seller does not know, see the next 
column and find out.

How do you find out if your property 
is subject to a local defensible 
space law? The following sources can 
be helpful but may not know for sure. 
•	 Contact your local fire marshal; 
•	 Contact CalFire @ https://www.fire.

ca.gov/dspace/
•	 Contact your Natural Hazard 

Disclosure Company rep; 
Step 2 (If Yes to step 1)

Does seller have a report prepared 
by a Authorized Defensible Space 
Inspector?

•	 □ If Yes, and the report documents 
the property is in compliance, 
effective on the date of sale, check 
paragraphs 3B(2) and 3C(5) and, 
if applicable, complete 4, THEN 
SIGN FORM.

•	□  If Yes, and the report documents 
the property is NOT in compliance 
or the compliance status will no 
longer be effective as of the date of 
sale, check paragraph 3B(3) and 
go to step 3.

•	□ If No, paragraph 3B(1) applies 
and go to step 3.

Step 3 (Skip if No to step 1) 
Does the local law require compliance 
with the law as a result of a sale of the 
property?

•	□  If No, and seller does not know 
if the property is in compliance 
with the local law, and seller will 
not pay to bring the property into 
compliance with local law, 3B(1) 
applies and check 3C(3) and, if 
applicable, complete 4, THEN 
SIGN FORM.

•	□  If No and seller knows the 
property is not in compliance 
with the local law and seller will 
not pay to bring the property into 
compliance with local law, check 
3B(3) and 3C(3) and, if applicable, 
complete 4, THEN SIGN FORM.  

•	□  If No and seller does not know if 
the property is in compliance with 
the local law, and seller agrees to 
bring the property into compliance 
with local law, 3B(1) applies and 
check 3C(6) and, if applicable, 
complete 4, THEN SIGN FORM.

•	□  If No and seller knows the 
property is not in compliance with 
the local law, and seller agrees to 
bring the property into compliance 
with local law, check 3B(3) and 
3C(6) and, if applicable, complete 
4, THEN SIGN FORM. 

•	If Yes, go to step 3.1.

If 3C(3) is checked, before buyer 
agrees and signs the FHDS, buyer 
is advised to find out how much it 
will cost to bring the property into 
compliance with defensible space 
laws.  [See notes below the chart to 
find out how.] 

If 3C(6) is checked, seller is advised 
to find out how much it will cost to 
bring the property into compliance 
with defensible space laws.  [See 
notes below the chart to find out 
how.] 

© 2022, California Association of REALTORS®, Inc.
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DEFENSIBLE SPACE DECISION TREE (DSDT PAGE 2 OF 2) 

Question Direction Additional Information
Step 3.1 (A local law applies and requires 

compliance as a result of the sale of 
the property)

Does the law require seller to obtain 
documentation of compliance?

•	□ If Yes, check 3B(3) and 
3C(4), and complete 3D and 4, if 
applicable, THEN SIGN FORM.

•	□ If No, and seller will not bring 
property into compliance before 
close of escrow, check 3B(3) and 
3C(2), and, if applicable, complete 
4, THEN SIGN FORM.

If 3C(4) is checked, seller is advised 
to find out how much it will cost to 
bring the property into compliance 
with defensible space laws.  [See 
notes below the chart to find out 
how.]
If 3C(2) is checked, before buyer 
agrees and signs the FHDS, buyer 
is advised to find out how much it 
will cost to bring the property into 
compliance with defensible space 
laws.  [See notes below the chart to 
find out how.]

Step 4 (No local law applies)

Does seller have a report prepared 
by an Authorized Defensible Space 
Inspector within 6 months prior to the 
contract for sale?

•	□  If No, and seller will not pay to 
bring the property into compliance 
with the State law, 3B(1) and 3C(1) 
apply, and, if applicable, complete 
4, THEN SIGN FORM.

•	□  If No, and seller will agree to 
bring the property into compliance 
with the State law, 3B(1) applies 
and check  3C(6), and, if applicable, 
complete 4, THEN SIGN FORM.

•	□ If Yes, and the report documents 
the property is in compliance with 
the State law, check paragraphs 
3B(2) and 3C(5), complete 3D, 
and, if applicable, complete 4, 
THEN SIGN FORM.

•	□ If Yes, and the report documents 
the property is NOT in compliance 
with the State law, check 
paragraph 3B(3) and go to step 
4.1.

If 3C(6) is checked, seller is advised 
to find out how much it will cost to 
bring the property into compliance 
with defensible space laws.  [See 
notes below the chart to find out 
how.]
If 3C(1) applies, before buyer agrees 
and signs the FHDS, buyer is advised 
to find out how much it will cost to 
bring the property into compliance 
with defensible space laws.  [See 
notes below the chart to find out 
how.]

Step 4.1 (No local law applies and property not 
in compliance with State defensible 
space requirements

Will seller pay to bring the property 
into compliance?

•	□ If No, 3C(1) applies, and, if 
applicable, complete 4, THEN 
SIGN FORM.

•	□ If Yes, check 3C(6), if applicable, 
complete 4, THEN SIGN FORM.

If 3C(1) applies, before buyer agrees 
and signs the FHDS, buyer is advised 
to find out how much it will cost to 
bring the property into compliance 
with defensible space laws.  [See 
notes below the chart to find out 
how.]
If 3C(6) is checked, seller is advised 
to find out how much it will cost to 
bring the property into compliance 
with defensible space laws.  [See 
notes below the chart to find out 
how.]

How to find out if seller has obtained documentation of compliance?  
•	 Buyer can ask seller for a copy of a report and certificate of compliance from an Authorized Defensible Space Inspector, such as 

CalFire. 
•	 Seller who obtained a report but did not keep a copy can contact Authorized Inspector who prepared the report and certification of 

compliance, such as CalFire.

How to find out if property is in compliance with State or local law and how much it will cost to bring a property into 
compliance?
•	 Buyer or seller can review the report prepared for the seller; •	 Buyer or seller can hire a non-governmental Authorized Defensible Space inspector to prepare a report; 
•	 Buyer can, with seller’s consent, hire a government Authorized Defensible Space Inspector (see https://www.fire.ca.gov/dspace/)
•	 Seller can hire a government Authorized Defensible Space Inspector (see https://www.fire.ca.gov/dspace/)


